The facial nerve in parotid malignancy.
A retrospective study of patients with parotid malignancies who received their primary definitive treatment at the Mayo Clinic was carried out with respect to the effect of sparing the facial nerve. On the basis of this study, it appears that sparing the facial nerve in malignant tumors is reasonable when the tumors are less than 3 cm in size, the exception being when the nerve penetrates the tumor. A more radical approach is necessary for larger tumors. The place of adjunctive radiation therapy is unclear at the present time.